Head of School Message

Dear Parents

Ramadan Kareem to you all. February was a short but fun filled month. The highlights for me were
definitely all the brilliant sports days and the amazing variety of costumes on our character day.

I am also enjoying very much my duty on the main entrance every morning and welcome the
children to school. It’s great to have so many children smiling as they come in and saying good
morning to me. It’s definitely my favourite part of the day.

| was very happy to see so many children buying books at our book fair. The one thing that you can
do that will have the biggest impact on academic achievement is to facilitate and encourage your
children to read. Students from households with a lot of books are often the highest achievers.
Read to your child, read with them, listen to them read and encourage them to read to themselves
as often as possible.

Ms Emma Field

What Did We Get Up To In February?

KG
Story: Whilst engaging with the story “Jack and the beanstalk” the children participated in various
activities including reading from a story map, drawing and acting out the story. They drew pictures
of Jack and the beanstalk and were able to enhance their comprehension by retelling the story to
the class with the use of a story map.

Maths: During maths, children explored the concept of tall and short through hands on activities.
They built beanstalks of different heights, measured the heights of toys and various classroom
objects. These activities helped reinforce their understanding of height in a fun and interactive
way.

Phonics: In phonics, children focused on learning the initial sound ‘t’. They practiced forming the
letter in sand, with building blocks and on whiteboards. They also played silly soup to find objects
that start with “t’, and explored real-world connections by learning about tents, and tasbeeh beads
that can be found in Qatari culture.

Reception

Topic -Children were involved in various activities related to learning about birds, such as holding a
falcon and learning about the national and common birds that live in Qatar. These activities were
linked to learning more about the Qatar National identity.

Story -Whilst engaging with the story “The snail and the whale”, children engaged with activities
which included reading, drawing and writing about the story. This helped to create a holistic view of
the story’s core principles involving friendship and kindness. Children therefore learned about
different places the snail and the whale had travelled to together around the world.




What Did We Get Up To In February?

Maths—During Maths, children were engaged in learning about the concept of weight. They were
involved in hands-on activities where children had the opportunity to use the scales to compare
heavy and light objects
Year 1 ‘
February was a month filled with enriching experiences and hands-on = %

learning. Students actively participated in Sports Day, engaged in the Book
Fair and conducted science experiments to explore the concepts of§
floating and sinking. They also learned about the importance of healthy
eating and expressed their creativity during Book Character Dress-Up Day.
Additionally, students had the opportunity to appreciate the works of

By

We had a very busy month in Year 2. We had Sport’s Day where we all participated in a :
variety of activities promoting teamwork and sportsmanship. We really enjoyed cheering ¥
on our classmates in a running race competition. E

We ended the month with World Book Day where we were able to dress up as our
favourite characters and share our love of reading with those around us. We also were all
able to celebrate earning 4000+ Dojos in our classes with our class parties as well. We
have managed to achieve a lot this month.
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Year 3

This month, the children had a fantastic time at
Xtremeland, enjoying the exciting rides and soft
play area. After returning, they discussed how
gravity and friction influenced their experiences.
They also had great fun on Sports Day, taking part
in various activities such as running races, bean bag
throwing, and a space hopper race. The day was
filled with energy, laughter, and teamwork, making it a truly memorable experience for
everyone.
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What Did We Get Up To In February?

Year 4 ‘ \
This month, the children in Year 4 |
experienced the thrill of competition and

camaraderie during their exciting sports
day event. The day was filled with
laughter, cheers, and friendly rivalry as
the young athletes participated in a
range of races, from classic relays to
energetic sprints. The highlight of the
day was the much-anticipated running
race between the boys and the girls,
where both teams showcased their
speed and determination. The air was electric with enthusiasm as the children
cheered for each other, regardless of the team they were supporting. This spirit
of inclusivity and sportsmanship made the event a memorable occasion,
teaching the children the value of teamwork, perseverance, and celebrating

everyone’s efforts. Well Done to all who took part.

Year5

Year 5's Sports Day was a blast! From
cheering on teammates with amazing
team spirit to showcasing incredible
sportsmanship, the energy was
unmatched. With a variety of exciting

had a fantastic time.

Year 6

From the thrill of the sports day
competition to the excitement of
discovering new books at the book fair,
Year 6 students are always embracing opportunities to learn and grow.
Whether it's showcasing their athletic skills, diving into the pages of
inspiring stories, or conducting meaningful research in the classroom,
they're constantly pushing their limits and building unforgettable memories.
Here's to the vibrant spirit of learning, competition, and teamwork that shapes their journey! Well done to all our Y6

students. Your teachers are proud of

you.




Sports Update

This month, the children from KG to Year 6 had an exciting week filled with
sports activities and competitions in celebration of Qatar National Sports Day.
The students thoroughly enjoyed the games and demonstrated excellent
sportsmanship throughout the event. It was a wonderful opportunity for them
to engage in team spirit, build confidence, and showcase their skills. The
enthusiasm and energy were truly inspiring, and everyone had a great time
participating. A big thank you to all the staff, helpers and students for making
this event such a success!

—

oy

S

Arabic Department

Year 6
Teacher: Hala Abdul Tawab
Value: Maintaining Health

Type of Activity: Lecture

As part of the "Your Health is a Trust" initiative, the sixth-grade students
attended a lecture on "Maintaining Health", accompanied by a PowerPoint
presentation. The students actively participated and enjoyed the lecture,
and various activities were conducted to support the topics discussed in the
lecture.
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How to Make Up After a Falling Out

Children will be taught the skills of dealing with conflict and making up after an
argument or falling out over their time in school. You can help by reinforcing these
skills at home through using the ‘Peaceful Problem Solving’ Process. This is a fair and
effective way to sort out problems calmly using a series of simple steps—see the

quick checklist to the right.

¢ Only try to use peaceful problem solving when you are calm and really want to
sort the problem out, and not just have a go at the other person.

¢ When you are talking, don’t make things worse by, for example, shouting,
interrupting, standing too close, name-calling, accusing, using aggressive body
language such as pointing a finger in someone’s face.

¢ Agree to take it in turns to talk about what has gone wrong, how you feel and
what you would like to happen. Don’t interrupt the other person (you will have
your chance to have your say). The main thing that makes people feel less angry is

feeling listened to.

¢ Don’t start what you say with the word ‘YOU’ - ‘You make me mad’, ‘You are
always...” - they blame and accuse, and make the other person feel defensive and
angry. Instead use ‘Magic Messages’.

¢ Practise using ‘Magic Messages’. Start with the words ’l feel’ (e.g. upset, worried),
then say ‘'when you... (e.g. stay out late), and then say why, ‘because...’ (e.g. |
love you and worry that you might be hurt). The clever thing about Magic

QUICK CHECKLIST
PEACEFUL PROBLEM SOLVING:
Ready:
Being calm
Steady:

Taking it in turns to talk about the
problem and say what each person would
like to happen.

Listening to, and trying to understand the
other person’s side of the story.

Thinking of ways to solve the problem
that are ok for both sides.

Go:
Agreeing an idea and trying it out.
Replay:

Checking that the idea is working for
both sides.

Messages is that you have to think through what you want to say before you open your mouth (and they’re almost

impossible to shout—try it!).

¢ When you have both had your say, try to come up together with ways that the problem could be solved. Ask:

¢ Chose a win-win solution and try it out. A win-win solution is the one which both sides feel happy with (although they may
not get exactly what they want—this helps to develop the art of compromise).

What do we each want the outcome to be?

J

| Is it fair for both of us?

¢ Set a time to talk later about how the idea you had to solve the problem worked out. This is tN

to think again if it hasn’t worked out well for either of you.

Also

¢ Be ready to apologise when you are in the wrong—if you can’t, your child won’t learn to either.
¢ Encourage your child to see situations that are upsetting them from different points of view and to think about how the

other person might be feeling.

2024/25 Term Dates

Spring Term 2025

Half Term Tuesday 11th February
— Thursday 13th February

Term Ends Thursday 27th March
Summer Term 2025
Term Starts Sunday 6th April

Eid Break Thursday 5th June —
Thursday 12th June

Term Ends Monday
30th June

Messages

Early Collection

We have a high volume of children being collected early. Please make sure you are
only doing so when absolutely necessary. Children cannot make good progress if
they are not in school. The primary school has 37 classes plus extra teaching spaces
spread over four large floors and it can take time to fetch requested early leavers. It
is not the fault of our administration staff at the front desk if this sometimes takes a
long while and | ask that you remain calm and polite with them at all times.

Mobile Phones

I would like to remind all parents that as per MoE regulations Primary students are
not allowed to bring mobile phones to school.

Appointments to speak with staff

We encourage you if you have any issues or concerns to talk to an appropriate mem-
ber of staff at the earliest opportunity. However, it is much better if you phone the
school first and make an appointment. If you turn up unannounced there is no guar-

antee the person you wish to speak to is available and this often causes upset.
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